Tension pneumopericardium in a multiply injured child.
Tension pneumopericardium is a rare disease that is very difficult to diagnose. A 3-year old child was run over by a minibus. Computed tomography showed bilateral pneumothorax, multiple rib fractures on both sides, and a hepatic laceration. The massive blunt thoracic trauma caused entrapped air in the pericardium, and a tension pneumoprecordium developed abruptly. We report this unique case of tension pneumopericardium in a child, and the subsequent emergency surgery and damage control measures.